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impose their institutions on a people they deemed barbarous,
and to obliterate Irish laws and customs; why the colonisation
of Ireland by foreign settlers seemed necessary to the well-
being of Ireland herself, and a policy of the first importance
to the State; why, from the days of Mary Tudor to those of
Cromwell, the confiscation of the Irish land was carried out as
part of a system of government; why Protestant Ascendency
was established by degrees, and Catholic subjection was made
more and more complete. The atrocities, the crimes, the
follies, the wickedness, which took place during this long
agony, are not, indeed, excused by reflections like these. It is
impossible to justify much that was done in the Desmond and,
Tyrone wars, in the conflict of 1641-9, in the Cromwellian
Conquest and the settlement of the land, in the struggle of
1689-91; and not to speak of numberless things of the kind,
the rapacity, the guilt, and the systematic cruelty of many
Tudor and Stuart Viceroys, the greed and tyranny of successive
swarms of colonists, the perfidy of Charles I and of Charles II,
and the conduct of the warring races and faiths of Ireland, in
instances unhappily too frequent, deserve to be severely
condemned. Still circumstance, superior, to the will of man,
does account for much that is most deplorable in the melan-
choly drama of Irish History, and that almost from the
beginning to the end. Not the least remarkable fact, in the
course of events, was that England was, in the main, Teutonic, .
and Ireland, in the main, Celtic; few races present more
striking features of contrast, or have found it more difficult to
agree, when one is dominant and the other subject.
The Irish Parliament was convened a few months after the
fall of Limerick. Every Catholic had been shut out from it
by an Act recently passed by the English Parliament; in the
existing condition of Ireland, indeed, the precaution probably
was superfluous. The men at the Castle, we have seen, were
ou the look-out for forfeitures; the dominant Protestant caste